The West & The
World

Intro: The Middle Ages to

Renaissance &
Reformation



Place yvourself in the Middle Ages

A world without background noise: no factories,
no engines, no traffic--- nature in the
countryside along with the church bells were the
“noise makers”.




Christendom 1n Crisis

CA208- 1Y
The Holy Roman Empire could not control its
own subjects, let alone exercise leadership over

others.
World was ruled by feudalism, superstition::- and




The Course of the Black Death in Fourteenth—Century
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(Gothic Architecture

*The Gothic way of speaking to this
attitude was to create buildings that
seemed to dwarf the man who
entered.

espace, light, structure and the
plastic effects of the masonry are
organized to produce something
higher and bigger and longer—lasting
than mundane life.

Church was not about bringing a
friendly God down to the level of
average folk. It was letting them
visit him in his overwhelming house.
*God and priests and lawyers and
mayors and so on were not expected
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Transition from Medieval to
Renaissance

e 15 Century is considered the transition period

e Western Europe broke free of Muslim blockades
keeping them “locked in” from trading with the
rest of the world.

e Not necessarily a “rebirth” for everyone

e AT
e




Overview of West & World

o Renailssancesiic losein)

e Reformation (c16)

e Scientific Revolution (c16 — 17)
e Enlichtenment (c18)

e Age of Revolution (c18 - 19)
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What the Renaissance W@S Not -




Renaissance ¢ 14501676

e A period from the early 1300’s to roughly
1600 when there was a renewed interest in
history, philosophy, literature and art.

e Renaissance = "Rebirth”
e Lurope’'s economic recovery
e Renewed study of ancient Greece and Rome







Florence, Italy

‘Money was here, so
artists could make
money doing art.

*The art made and sold
here is incredibly
valuable today.
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Renaissance Man

e ‘independence of mind’
e A person who mastered all

areas of arts and thought:-:

becoming a “complete

)

madar .

e The opposite of a
specialist.

e Humanity was mastering
the world 1t lived 1n.

o ‘TSR e Cotlidibe
controlled and improved”

Leonardo da Vinci
(1452-1519)






(447 e Leonardo da Vinci had a deep interest in
ol anatomy. But cutting up corpses was illegal
| and viewed as barbaric.

* Doctors learned on the job.






Da Vinci did many drawings of planned scultpures and also of things like
tanks and submarines and helicopter—like ideas. He was a designer more
than a guy who worked out the kinks until a thing was practical, though.



- Renaissance Art & Baroque

N s ST e

'.I‘:i -..‘;"[I:;:-' e

B

L e




it o B e i e e - ___.5-—-:_._“u -

it e e ey R e

In the 14OOS perspectlve was approx1mated and not meant to be
a literal representation. This makes interpreting the correct
placement of limbs and weapons in sword manuals difficult, as
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Leonardo da Vinci: using geometry to create the illusion of depth in

a two dimensional work of art!
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Doctors study a (likely
illegally—obtained) corpse.




Imaginations of the transcendent.
[s there a better world with better people than just you and I? Is
B it i 4 different timeplace or d1men81on‘7 Gods, saints or
B lterheroes e b it T S e
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Philosophy: Humanism

o Salutatt

Man 1s responsible for his own good or bad deeds,
not society or devils and angels

Man 1s figuring it all out and will be fine.
God does not control a man’s will or morality

[t 1s better to benefit others by living an active
public life than to live as a monk, which does not
benefit anyone other than the monk

Faith in the decency and sense of human beings
rather than of God.
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Predominant Religion in 1555

Lutheran
]:[ Calvinist (Reformed]
| Church of England
Roman Catholic
"] Orthodox
-«— Spread of Calinism
*  Huguenot centers
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http://www.tcnj.edu/~simona/ppt.html
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/dic/colls/arh102/
http://www.columbia.edu/~eer1/branner.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/glo/baroque/
http://www.toffsworld.com/art_artists_painters/images/pieta_small.jpg

